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Discover
Catechist Edition Instruction

Discover (1)
Objective

• Recognize the Marks of the Church as four characteristics that identify Christ's Church: one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic

United as One

Read aloud the question.
• Write the children's responses on the board or on chart paper.
Read aloud both paragraphs.
Ask a volunteer to read the three captions that go with the photos on pages 166 and 167. Pause
between each caption to discuss the following:
• Ask what the children see in the photographs.
• Have them identify from which countries the photographs were taken.
• Invite the children to find their location on the map in relation to the ones shown here.
Point out that it is not unusual for our parish community to be made up of many cultures. But we are
all one in Christ.
To prepare for the review of the Marks of the Church on page 167, turn to page 307 in the Our
Catholic Tradition section of the Student Book.

Identifying Characteristics

Have a volunteer read aloud the paragraph.
• Write the title Marks of the Church on the board or on chart paper. Beneath the title, list the four
Marks.

Work With Words
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To review the Marks of the Church, invite five volunteers to each read aloud one of the Catholic Faith
Words and its definition.
• Pass out five index cards per child. Have them write the word on one side of the card and the
definition on the other, creating one card for each word.
• Encourage the children to use these cards, with the others they have created, to prepare for chapter
and unit reviews.

Activity

Read aloud the directions for the Share Your Faith activity.
• Have the children work in small groups, and using a globe or map, select a country to research.
• Allow volunteers to share their findings.

Quick Review

There are four Marks of the Church: one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. These essential characteristics
identify Christ's Church and her mission.

 

Discover (2)
Objectives

• Describe Pentecost as the feast that celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit
• Discuss how the Holy Spirit continues to unify the Church and make her holy
• Define the Communion of Saints as everyone who believes in and follows Jesus

Made Holy

Ask: What makes the Catholic Church holy?
• Discuss with the children.
Ask a volunteer to read aloud the paragraph.

Work with Words

Ask three volunteers to read aloud the Catholic Faith Words and their definitions on this page and on
page 169.
• Pass out three index cards per child.
• Have the children write the words on one side of the card and the definitions on the other side.
• Encourage the children to use these cards, with the others they have created, to prepare for chapter
and unit reviews.

God's Word

Proclaim the Scripture. Include the part that appears on page 169.
★ Instruct the children to underline the sentence that explains what happened to the Apostles when
they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

Communion of Saints

Invite the children to discuss what they think happened after Pentecost.



Our Sunday Visitor - Alive in Christ 3

Ask a volunteer to read aloud the first paragraph. Have the children listen to find out what the Holy
Spirit does.
• Point out that the arrival of the Holy Spirit fulfilled Jesus' promise to the Apostles.
Read aloud the second paragraph. Tell the children to listen to find out how Catholics are united.
• Explain that unity and holiness are not limited to the earthly Church.
Have a volunteer read aloud the last paragraph.
Ask: Whom do you know who belongs to the Communion of Saints?
• Ask the children to reflect in silence.

Activity

Read aloud the directions.
• Allow time for the children to reflect and write a name.

Quick Review

Pentecost celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit, who continues to unify the Church and make her
holy. The Communion of Saints is made up of all people, living and dead, who believe in and follow
Jesus.

Catechist Tips: Problem Areas

Reviews can determine which concepts need re-teaching. Presenting the materials in a new way may
help.

The optional activities accommodate children with different learning styles.●

For example, writing symbols or phrases on a banner may help visual or hands-on learners.●

Catechist Tips: Diversity

The Catholic Church appreciates and respects differences among people.

Some parishes use more body movement during the liturgy than others.●

Church buildings reflect differences, too. Eastern Rite Catholics display icons. Mexican American●

Catholics often display pictures of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Catechist Tips: Pentecost

The Pentecost story in the Acts of the Apostles, a companion book to the Gospel according to Luke,
shows the Church’s development after Jesus’ Resurrection. The author uses the images of wind and
fire, Old Testament signs of God’s presence, to show how the Holy Spirit came to the Apostles at
Pentecost.

Catechist Tips: Vernacular

Vatican Council II allowed the Mass to be said in the vernacular, or the daily language of the people. (
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 36)

The document states that as “the use of the vernacular . . . may frequently be of great advantage to●

the people, a wider use may be made of it . . . .”
This encouraged participation among the laity.●
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Glossary Activity: Pentecost

Ask the children to use the information they learned in this chapter to make a banner about Pentecost.

First, ask the children to think about what happened at Pentecost.●

Then, have the children draw symbols and write descriptive phrases to show how we celebrate●

Pentecost today.

Additional Activity: Research

Expand on the lesson by assigning a research activity.

Organize the children in small groups, and assign each group a different country.●

Have groups research the different customs of Catholics in the assigned country.●

Additional Activity: Praise God in Song

Catholics everywhere use song and action to celebrate their faith.

Sing a song from another culture, such as the “Honduran Alleluia” or “Amen Siakudumisa.”●

Have the children process around the classroom; make up hand gestures to accompany the song.●


