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Discover
Catechist Edition Instruction

Discover (1)
Objectives

• Reflect on Jesus' Resurrection as proof of his promise of eternal life
• Recognize that the last book of the Bible, Revelation, ends with John's vision of God's everlasting
Kingdom

Cycles of Life

Ask a volunteer to read aloud the question at the top of the student page.
• Tell the children that we will learn the answer as we cover the text in this chapter.
Read aloud the first paragraph.
• Point out that the story on this page tells about both the beginning and the ending of life.

The Little Daisy

Read aloud the story, using your voice to express the character's feelings.
Ask: Why did Daisy feel better after learning that flowers would bloom from her seeds?
• Write the children's responses on the board or on chart paper.
• Ask the children when they have heard another story about a death that led to new life. Affirm those
who mention Jesus' Resurrection.
★ Have the children underline what the sunflower said to the daisy.
• Allow the children time to reread and underline the appropriate text.
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New Life

Read aloud the text to introduce the Scripture story.

God's Word

Ask a volunteer to proclaim the Scripture.
• Invite the children to close their eyes and imagine John's vision.
• Ask how John described the city in his vision. Possible response: a holy city of justice, love,
and peace; a life with no more tears, sadness, suffering, or death
• Explain that the holy city is John's way of describing his vision of the new life Christians will have
when Jesus returns.
• Tell the children that although death is an ending, it is also a beginning. Remind them that Jesus
promised his followers everlasting life.

Activity

Read aloud the directions for the Share Your Faith activity.
• Ask the children to work with a partner to solve the puzzle.
• Invite volunteers to share their work.

Quick Review

Jesus' Resurrection is proof of his promise of eternal life. The last book of the Bible, Revelation, ends
with John's vision of a new creation, God's everlasting Kingdom.

 

Discover (2)
Objectives

• Understand that Particular Judgment is the individual judgment by God at the time of a person's
death
• Identify the Last Judgment as God's final triumph over evil, when Christ will come again and bring
the Kingdom of God to its fullness

Our Future

Point out that this section will cover what the Church believes about life after death.
Invite three volunteers to each read aloud one of the paragraphs.

Work with Words

Invite four children to read the Catholic Faith Words and their definitions.
• Pass out four index cards per child.
• Have the children create vocabulary cards.
• Encourage them to use these cards, with others they have created, to prepare for chapter and unit
reviews.
Have the children turn to page 308 in the Our Catholic Tradition section of the Student Book. Read
aloud the last part of the creed, emphasizing our belief in “the resurrection of the body and life
everlasting.”
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The Beginning and the End

Read aloud these paragraphs.
• Remind the children that as followers of Jesus, they can look forward to a reunion with God. The
Catholic Church looks forward to the time when the Reign of God will come in fullness.
• Invite the children to explain in their own words what the Scripture passage on the Alpha and the
Omega means.

Activity

Read aloud the directions for the Connect Your Faith activity.
• Have the children work in groups of three or four to create the message.
• They will then return to their seats to write out the message in a decorative way or in their very best
handwriting.
• Invite volunteers to share their message and their designs.

Quick Review

In Particular Judgment, God will judge us individually and determine where we will spend eternity. The
Last Judgment is God's final triumph over evil, when Christ will come again and bring the Kingdom of
God to its fullness.

Catechist Tips: Revelation

The writer of Revelation 21:1–4 is in exile and longs for Jerusalem.

The writer has no hope that Jerusalem will be restored in his lifetime. He looks forward to the end of●

time, when God will dwell in a New Jerusalem.
This vision of a New Jerusalem stems from the biblical tradition found in Isaiah 52:1–3.●

Catechist Tips: Vision

The passage from Revelation is a vision.

A vision is a type of intuitive seeing that brings insight, understanding, and clarity to the knowledge●

of God’s activity and presence.
In the afterlife, humans will see God directly, face to face.●

Before death, there are only glimpses of this vision. Christians “walk by faith, not by sight” (2●

Corinthians 5:7).

Catechist Tips: Social Concerns

Discussions of the future can also include the children’s near future: what they will do during the
summer months.

Discuss with the children how they can be of service over the summer.●

Encourage them to be aware of the needs in their families and neighborhood.●

Catechist Tips: The Greek Language

Greek, the original language of the New Testament, is part of Catholic tradition.

At the Easter Vigil, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, A (Alpha) and Ω (Omega), are●
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displayed on the Easter candle.
Suggest that the children look for these Greek letters in stained-glass windows, on altar cloths and●

vestments, and on other objects in the church.

Catechist Tips: Lament

People express faith readily in joyful times. To lament is to show faith in times of sorrow, which is
much harder. It is difficult to find comfort in the future when the present feels lonely. To show
empathy for those who are sorrowing:

help in practical ways by baby-sitting or supplying meals.●

give of your time by listening to mourners.●

Catechist Tips: Heaven and Earth

Salvation is not only a part of the future but also a part of experience now.

Christians must help make salvation a present reality by working to change unjust social structures.●

Glossary Activity: Purgatory

Have the children draw the state of being in purgatory.

Have them label any activity or image.●

Allow volunteers to share their work and explain the significance of the images.●

Additional Activity: Liturgical Songs

Many hymns allude to the hope that Christians should have in the Resurrection.

With your school’s music teacher, select a few of these songs.●

Teach these songs to the class, and incorporate them into a class liturgy.●

Additional Activity: Service - Here, There, Everywhere!

Supplies:

chart paper or dry erase board●

half-sheets of construction paper (select four colors)●

washable markers●

tape or sticky putty●

In advance of the session, designate four areas in your learning environment: home, school,
community, parish. Assign each a color. Make one sign for each area in a different color. (For example:
red area, HOME, will have a red sign.)

Together, brainstorm all of the places the children frequent on a daily or weekly basis. List these on
the board or on chart paper. Read the list. Ask: How can these be grouped? Elicit the answers:
home, school, community and, parish from the children. Organize the large group into four smaller
teams. Post the signs. Direct one team to each area and provide them with sheets of paper in the
corresponding color on which they can record their ideas.

Instruct the teams to decide ways they can make loving choices to follow Jesus through what they say
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and do in the designated location.

Have the groups record all ideas, one idea per sheet. At a given signal, have the groups move to
another station. When the rotations are complete, call the teams together. Place the area signs on the
floor or on a wall. Discuss the ideas from each area. If necessary, have the child who contributed a
certain idea explain it to the group.


