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Discover
Catechist Edition Instruction

Discover (1)
Objective

• Recognize that Peter was the leader of the Apostles and first Pope, head of the entire Church

The First Leader

Read aloud the question.
Explain to the children that they will learn about Saint Peter's special job as the group covers the next
two pages.
• Choose readers for the parts of the narrator, Jesus, and Simon Peter.

God's Word

Tell the group to listen to the readers to find out what happens.
• After the readers have finished the first reading, ask the group why Jesus might call Peter a "rock."
Possible response: Peter was firm in his faith.
• Continue with the second passage.

Work With Words

Once the Scripture reading is complete, invite a volunteer to read aloud the Catholic Faith Word and
its definition.
• Pass out one index card per child.
• Have the children make a vocabulary card for use in chapter and unit reviews.
► Music Option: While the children work on their cards, play "The Family of God," downloaded from
aliveinchrist.osv.com.
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Jesus and Peter

Before having the children continue with the third Scripture passage, ask the group why Peter said
that he did not know Jesus. He was afraid.
Have the readers proclaim the last passage. When they have finished, ask the rest of the group what
Jesus asked Peter to do. to feed his lambs and take care of his sheep
• Ask: Why do you think Jesus asked Peter the same question three times? Possible response: to
make up for the three times Peter said he didn't know Jesus
Read aloud the concluding paragraph. Point out to the children that this is the answer to the question
at the top of page 156.

Activity

Read aloud the directions.
• Have the children work in pairs to discuss and answer the questions.

Quick Review

Peter was the first Pope. The Pope is in charge of caring for all of God's People.

Discover (2)
Objectives

• Identify the Apostles as the first twelve leaders called by Jesus
• Recognize the bishops as successors of the Apostles
• Understand that the Pope, bishops, priests, and deacons, lead, guide, and make the Church holy

Chosen to Lead

Tell the children that today someone else has the same job that Jesus gave to Peter.
• Ask a strong reader to read aloud the two paragraphs.
• Ask: Who takes the place of Jesus' Apostles today? The Pope and bishops
• Ask: What do you think the responsibilities of a bishop are?
• Invite the children to discuss the question with a partner.
Point out the photo at the top of the page.
• Have a volunteer read aloud the caption. Note that the caption answers both questions you asked
the group.
For more information about the Apostles, turn to page 307 in the Our Catholic Tradition section of the
Student Book.

Work with Words

Ask three volunteers to read the Catholic Faith Words and their definitions from pages 158–159.
• Have the children create vocabulary cards for each word.

Leaders of the Parish

Read aloud the paragraph.
★ Ask the children to underline what a parish pastor does.
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• Help the children learn the names of the priest(s) and deacon(s) of your parish.

Church Members Serve

Ask a volunteer to read aloud the paragraph.
• Tell the children to listen for the different kinds of ministries.
• Ask volunteers to name some of the ministries.
Read aloud the concluding question.
• Discuss responses as a group.

Activity

Read aloud the directions.
• Ask volunteers to share their answers.
► Music Option: Have the children sing "We Come Today," downloaded from aliveinchrist.osv.com.

Quick Review

The Apostles are the first twelve leaders called by Jesus. The bishops are their successors. The Pope,
bishops, and pastors lead and guide the Church.

Catechist Tips: Care for Sheep

Explain to the children that caring for sheep is similar to caring for a pet.

Ask the children what kinds of care a pet needs: food, water, shelter, protection, and love.●

Explain that Jesus is reminding Peter of the physical and spiritual needs of new followers.●

Point out that Church leaders still care for the needs of their parishioners.●

Catechist Tips: Simon Peter

Jesus and Simon had a special relationship.

Simon was one of Jesus’ first disciples. (See Matthew 4:18–22.)●

Jesus cured Peter’s mother-in-law. (See Matthew 8:14–15.)●

Peter was the disciple whose faith in Jesus allowed him to walk on water. (See Matthew 14:25–31.)●

Catechist Tips: Pastor

A pastor is a priest who has been assigned by the bishop of the diocese to lead one or more parishes
in a diocese.

The word pastor means “shepherd.”●

Pastors are called to serve others. They are called to care for people as shepherds care for their●

flocks.

Catechist Tips: Catholics in the News

The Pope is the most visible of all Catholics, and often he is in the news.

Encourage the children to look for articles about the Pope in newspapers and magazines. Have them●

summarize the articles.
On religious holidays such as Christmas and Easter, often the Pope is featured in the news. If●
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possible, find video of such coverage and play it for the group.

Catechist Tips: Offer Solidarity

Many Popes, including Pope Saint John Paul II and Pope Francis I, have been famous for showing
solidarity with those who are poor and oppressed. Solidarity is sharing the burdens of others and
supporting their causes.

Encourage the children to practice solidarity within the classroom by helping others.●

Point out that when people stand up for those who cannot represent themselves, they are showing●

solidarity, too

Glossary Activity: The Vatican

The Pope resides at the Vatican. The Vatican is famous for its collection of religious art. Show how
different artists depicted religious themes.

Find electronic or printed versions of art from the Vatican.●

Invite the children to view the art and comment on how it helps them understand the subject.●

Additional Activity: Stage the Play

Have the children produce a play of Peter’s life.

For a simple performance, have the “actors” stand in front of the group and read their parts.●

For a more elaborate presentation, have children dress in costumes, and make simple scenery.●

Additional Activity: Think About Leadership

The children can build on what they have learned about the roles of Church leaders.

Have the children write a description of what a bishop, priest, deacon, or parish catechist does.●

Then ask them to list five qualities that these leaders need.●


